CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

NATIVE VILLAGE OF KOKHANOK, ALASKA 
PREAMBLE 

We, the Alaska Natives of Kokhanok Alaska, having common bonds of ancestry, 
culture and community identity, in order to fully exercise our inherent right of self- 
government and self determination as an Alaska Native people and to promote our 
common political, social, health, and economic progress, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution. 


ARTICLE I. NAME 

The name of this organization is the “Native Village of Kokhanok.” 

ARTICLE II. TERRITORY 

Section 1 Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the Native Village of Kokhanok consists of but 
not limited to, all territory within the inhabited limits of the Village, all lands acquired by 
the Village, all lands selected by the Village pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, all Native allotments held by the United States in trust for the benefit of 
Tribal members, all lands of Tribal members which are restricted because of their 
owner’s status as Alaska Natives, and to all areas customarily and traditionally used by 
tribal members for hunting, fishing, gathering and other subsistence activities, to the full 
extent permitted by federal, state and tribal law. 

Section 2 Territorial Jurisdiction. The territorial jurisdiction of Kokhanok Village shall 
extend to all lands acquired by Kokhanok Village, to all lands selected by Alaska 
Peninsula Corporation under the Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act for 
Kokhanok Village, to all lands within the Village’s site and to any other Indian Country' 
of the village as may exist under federal law. 

ARTICLE m. MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 Base Membership. All persons listed on the Base Roll of Kokhanok Village 
dated December 18, 1971, are members of the Village. Any person whose name does not 
appear on the Base Roll and who meets the eligibility of Article III, Section 2 of this 
Constitution can apply for membership under procedures established by the Tribal 
Council. 


Section 2 New Members. 


(A) Children. All children bom to Tribal members residing in the Village and all 
children biologically of Alaska Native or Native American descent who are 
adopted by members residing in the Village shall be admitted to membership 
upon application. 

(B) New Residents. Any person of Alaska Native or Native American descent who 
lives in the Village for at least one year immediately to the date of the 
application, intends to remain in the Village and has relinquished his or her 
enrollment from another tribe shall be admitted to the Tribe upon application. 

(C) Adopted Members. Ary person of Alaska Native or Native American descent not 
otherwise eligible for membership but with family or other significant ties to the 
Village who lives outside the Village may be admitted to membership at the 
discretion of the Tribal Council. 

Section 3 Dual Membership. No person may be a member of this Tribe who is also 
enrolled as a member of any other federally recognized Alaska Native or American 
Indian Tribe, except for children under the age of 1 8 . 

Sect ion 4 Loss of Membership. Ary member may voluntarily give up Iris or her 
membership. The Tribe may revoke membership for just cause under Tribal law. 

Section 5 Regulation of Membership. The Tribal Council has the power, given by the 
tribe, to enact ordinances and resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution, 
prescribing rules and regulations governing membership, including application and 
appeal procedures, adoption of members, and recognition of persons as members for 
community purposes. 


ARTICLE IV. GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 Name. The governing body of the Native Village of Kokhanok is the Kokh an ok 
Tribal Council, and may be referred to as the “Kokhanok Village Council” or “Council”. 

Section 2 Composition. The Council shall consist of five members elected directly by the 
qualified voters of the Village. 

Section 3 Term of Office. Council members shall serve three year staggered terms. 

Newly elected Council members shall take office immediately upon election and sealing, 
and shall remain in office until their successors are elected and seated. 

Section 4 Officers. Tribal Council members shall elect from among its members a 
president, vice-president, and secretary-treasurer. Officers shall be selected immediately 
following certification of the election and seating of the new' Council members. All Tribal 
Council members, including officers may vote. 


Section 5 Vacancies. When a position has been vacated a notice and sign-up sheet shall 
be posted for two weeks in the Tribal Office and two other public places in the Village. 

All interested parties wanting to fill this position are encouraged to sign-up during this 
two week period. An individual shall be nominated from this list by the remaining 
Council members. The person nominated to fill a vacant position shall serve until the 
next annual meeting. During the annual meeting an election will be held at which time 
there shall be an election to fill this position. 

ARTICLE V. ELECTIONS 

Section 1 Qualifications of Voters. Any enrolled Tribal member 1 8 years or older on tire 
date of the election and who has resided in the Village for at least one year directly 
preceding the election shall have the right to vote in all Village elections. The Tribal 
Council shall maintain a list of all qualified voters. 

Section 2 Qualifications of Candidates. .Airy enrolled Tribal member of the community 
who is of good moral character. 1 8 years or older on the date of the election and who has 
resided in the community for at least one year directly preceding the election shall be 
eligible to become a candidate for the Tribal Council. 

Section 3 Elections. General elections of officers shall occur during the .Annual 
Koklranok Tribal meeting. Other elections or questions requiring a vote of eligible voters 
shall be during annual meetings or when needed at times set by the Tribal Council. It is 
understood that no election or meetings requiring a voting from eligible voters shall be 
held during the commercial fishing season or at other times when a substantial number of 
residents are customarily outside the Village. 

Section 4 Notice. The Tribal Council shall publish notice of all Village elections at least 
30 days in advance by posting notice at the Tribal office and at least two other public 
places within the Village. At a minimum notice shall include date, time and place of the 
election. 

Section 5 Secret Balloting. All elections of officials and on issues before the voters by- 
initiative or referendum shall be by secret ballot. 

Section 6 Election Ordinance. The Council may by ordinance set forth procedures for 
conducting Village elections. The ordinance shall be consistent with this Constitution and 
shall include provisions for secret and absentee balloting, nomination of candidates, 
maintenance of a current list of eligible voters, settling of election oisputes, election 
certification and the procedure and format for submitting petitions to the Council. 

ARTICLE VI. REMOVAL, RECALL, AND FORFEITURE 

Section 1 Removal, Any Council member or other elected official may be removed from 
office by the Council for behavior involving gross misconduct in office or neglect of duty 


if at least three members of the Council vote in favor of removal. Voting must be by 
secret ballot, and the person subject to removal should not have the right to vole. 

Before any vote for removal is taken, the person subject to removal shall be given a 
written statement of the charges against him or her at least ten days before the meeting of 
the Council at which the removal vote is to be made. He or she may appear in writing or 
in person and answer the accusations against him or her. If the person subject to removal 
fails to appear, the Council may proceed with the vote as scheduled. The decision of the 
Council shall be final. No member of the Council shall preside over the meeting at which 
his or her removal is being considered. 

Section 2 Recall. Tribal members shall have the power to recall any member of the 
Council. The recall process shall be initiated by submitting to the Council a petition 
asking for a recall election. The petition must be signed by at least 20 percent of the 
qualified voters and must set forth the reasons for the petition. The Council must call and 
conduct a special meeting to consider the recall within 14 days of receipt of a valid recall 
petition. Once a Council member has been subjected to recall proceedings, that person 
shall not again be subject to recall during the balance of his or her current term in office if 
the factual basis of the later recall is the same as that of the earlier recall attempt. 

Section 3 Forfeiture. If any member of the Council is found guilty of a felony in any 
federal or state court, dies, or is absent from three successive meetings without being 
excused by the Council, that member shall automatically forfeit his or her office. 

ARTICLE Vn. POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 

Section 1 Initiative. Qualified voters of the Village shall have the right to propose 
legislation within the authority of the Village and to vote to determine whether to adopt 
or reject the proposed legislation. 

Upon receipt of a valid petition which requests an election for proposed legislation and 
which is signed by at least 20 percent of the qualified voters, the Council shall call a 
meeting to be conducted no later than 14 days of receipt of the petition. The election shall 
be by secret ballot. A majority of the votes cast shall determine whether the proposed 
legislation is adopted or rejected. 

Section 2 Referendu m. The Council by an affirmative vote of at least three of its 
members may call an election for the purpose of deciding issues or questions that are 
within the authority of the Council. The Council shall call a meeting to be conducted 

shall determine the issues or questions submitted to the voters. 

The referendum can be for a binding or advisory vote. The notice of the referendum 
election must clearly state whether the referendum is binding or advisory in nature. 


Section 3 Effect of Initiative or Referendum. The decision of the voters in initiative and 
referendum elections shall be binding on the Council and the Village, unless it is an 
advisory referendum, and shall remain in full force until amended or rescinded by 
subsequent action of the voters, or until it expires by its own tenns. 

ARTICLE VIII. POWERS 

Section 1 Assertion of Powers. The Native Village of Kokhanok shall have all rights and 
powers of a sovereign, self-governing tribe except to the extent limited by federal law. 

Section 2 Powers of Council. Except as otherwise provided by this Constitution, all 
powers of the Native Village of Kokhanok may be exercised by the Tribal Council. 

Section 3 Power Reserved to Membership. Except by referendum vote, no tribal taxes or 
assessments may be levied nor may any tribal lands or interests in lands be sold or leased 
for more than five years, or otherwise encumbered or disposed. 

ARTICLE IX. TRIBAL JUDICIARY 

The Council may, by ordinance, establish a court of general or limited jurisdiction. Until 
such time as a separate judiciary is established the judicial power of the tribe is vested in 
the Tribal Council. 


ARTICLE X. RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

Section 1 Rights. All Tribal members shall enjoy without hindrance their rights as 
citizens of the United States. 

Section 2 Indian Civil Rights Act. In exercising its powers of self-government the Tribe 
shall comply with the provisions on the Indian Civil Rights Act 25 U.S.C. 1301 et seq., 
and not infringe upon the individual liberties granted therein. The Tribal exercising 
powers of self-government shall not: 

(A) Make or enforce any law prohibiting the full exercise of religion, or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble and to petition for a redress of grievances. 

(B) Violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and 
effects against unreasonable search and seizure, nor issue warrants, but upon 
probable cause, .supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized. 

(C) Subject any persons for the same offense lobe twice put in jeopardy. 

(D) Compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against himself or 
herself. 


(E) Take any private property for a public use without just compensation. 

(F) Deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to a speedy trial, to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him or her, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his or her favor, and at his or her own expense, to have the assistance of 
counsel for his or her defense. 

(G) Require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel and unusual 
punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one offense, any 
penalty or punishment greater than imprisonment for a term of one year or a fine 
of $5000.00, or both. 

(H) Deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws or 
deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of law. 

(I) Pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law, 

(J) Deny to any person accused of an offense punishable by imprisonment the right 
upon request to a trial by jury of not less than six persons. 

ARTICLE XI. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 Assumption of Duties. Newly elected officers shall assume their respective 
office and duties immediately upon election. 

Section 2 President. The president shall preside at all meetings of the community and of 
the Council and shall execute on behalf of the community all contracts, leases or other 
documents approved by the Council. The president shall be the general supervisor of all 
other officers, employees and committees of the community and make sure that their 
duties are properly performed. When the Council is not in session, the president shall be 
the official representative of the Tribe. The president’s authority to represent the Tribe 
shall be to the extent authorized by the Council. 

Section 3 Vice-President. The vice-president shall assist the president when called upon 
to do so. When the president is absent, the vice-president shall preside, and when so 
presiding, shall have all the rights, privileges, duties, and responsibilities of the president. 

ejection 4 Secretary-Treasurer. The secretary-treasurer shall keep the minutes of all 
meetings and shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. The 
secretary-treasurer shall maintain in permanent form all minutes, resolutions, ordinances 
and rules of the Village, which shall be public information. The secretary-treasurer shall 
issue notices of all meetings and elections and conduct general correspondence as 
directed by the Council. As treasurer, he or she shall carry out the financial directives of 
the Council, receive and safeguard all monies of the Council and keep in an accurate 


account of receipts and disbursements. Funds shall be deposited in the Kokhanok Tribal 
account in a bank approved by the Council where the funds are insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

Section 5 Delegation, Administrative functions of the officers may be delegated to the 
Tribal Administrator or other designee upon approval by the Council. 

ARTICLE XII. MEETINGS 

Section 1 Membership Meetings . A regular meeting of the membership of the Tribe shall 
be held once annually. The Tribal Council shall establish the date, time and place of this 
meeting. 

Special meetings of the membership may be called by the President or Council upon 
receipt of a petition for such a meeting signed by at least 20 percent of the qualified 
voters of the Tribe. 

No membership meeting may be called during the commercial fishing season or at other 
times when substantia] number of the Tribal members are customarily outside the 
Village. 

All membership meetings must be publicized at least seven days in advance. At a 
minimum notice shall include the date, time, place, and genera] purpose of the meeting, 
and shall be posted at the Tribal office and at least two other prominent public places in 
the Village. 

No business shall be conducted at a regular or special membership meeting unless a 
quorum of the general membership is present. A quorum of the general membership shall 
consist of 20 percent of the qualified voters. 

Section 2 Council Meetings. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held' monthly. 
Special meetings of the Council may be called by any member of the Council. 

The Council shall designate the date, time, and place of the meeting. 

At special meetings of the Council, the Council shall have the power to transact business 
as in regular meetings, provided that a quorum is present. A quorum of the Council shall 
be of three Council members. 

The CounL.il shall maintain a regular meeting schedule winch will be posted in tire Iribal 
office and shall give such other public notice of Council meetings as the circumstances 
may warrant. 

No Council member shall vote on any matter before the Council specifically pertaining to 
him or her or to an immediate family member or any matter in which he or she or an 
immediate family member has a significant financial interest. Nothing herein bars a 


Council member from voting on a matter in which the benefit to him or her is common to 
that of Tribal members at large, or bars a Council member or a member of his or her 
family from employment by the Tribe. Immediate family is defined as father, mother, 
brother, sister, wife, husband, son, daughter, or any person residing in the Council 
member’s household. 

Section 3 Parliamentary Procedures. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with 
Roberts Rules of Order or other rules adopted by the Council. 

Section 4 Open Meetings. All Council meetings shall be open to the public, the Council 
may recess at its discretion to discuss any matter in a closed session, if the reason for 
going into closed session is stated in the motion calling for such session and no final or 
official action is taken in the closed session. 

Section 5 Ordinances, Final decisions of the Council on matters of general or permanent 
interest shall be by ordinance. The ordinances shall be collected and made available to 
Tribal members and others affected upon reasonable request. 

Section 6 Resolutions. Final decisions of the Council on matters of temporary interest 
shall be by resolution. The resolutions shall be collected and made available to Tribal 
members and others upon reasonable request. 

ARTICLE Xm. SAVINGS 

Section 1 Existing Law Remains if Effect. To the extent that they are consistent with this 
Constitution all previous ordinances and resolutions adopted by the Tribal Council and all 
customary Tribal law shall remain in effect following the adoption of this Constitution. 

Section 2 Revisions, hr the event of future revisions to this Constitution, all previous 
ordinances, resolutions, and customary Tribal laws shall remain in effect to the extent 
that they are consistent with the new Constitution or amendments. Unless' changed by a 
majority vote of the eligible voters. 

ARTICLE XIV. SEVERABILITY 

If a Federal or Tribal court of competent jurisdiction declares any of this Constitution 
invalid, the invalid provision shall be severed and remaining provisions shall continue in 
full force and effect. 


ARTICLE XV. AMENDMENTS 


Section 1 Proposal. Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by a majority vote 
of the Council or by petition signed by 20 percent of the qualified voters. 


Section 2 Adoption. Proposed amendments will be adopted upon a majority vote of the 
qualified voters in an election called for that purpose, provided that at least 20 percent of 
those eligible vote. The election may take place at the annual membership meeting. 


ARTICLE XVI, ADOPTION 

Section 1 Effective Date. This Constitution shall be effective immediately when adopted 
by a majority vote of the eligible members of the Tribe, at an election called for that 
purpose in which at least 20 percent of those eligible vote. 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 

We, the undersigned members of the Kokhanok Tribal Council, certify that this 
Constitution was submitted to the qualified voters of Kokhanok Village on January 28, 
2004 and was ratified by a vote of 43 for, 1 against, and at least 20 percent of those 
entitled to vote cast their ballots. 


-Signed and dated this day January 28, 2004 at Kokhanok Alaska. 
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Tisha O’Domin, President 

Joe'E. Woods, Vice-President 

i ^ , i— fL iA-*-4v_K, 

Charlene Roehl, Secretary-Treasurer 

Witnessed by: 

Carole Absher, Tribal Administrator 

Witnessed by: Tj n^sf/h 

Rose Tretikoff, A.N.A. Coordinator 


